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This book is dedicated to the This book is dedicated to the 
explorers out there seeking explorers out there seeking 

their next adventure. their next adventure. 
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Wood frogs like us hibernate by freezing 
under the leaves and snow during winter 

months.

Mom always said it was because we’re 
cold blooded, so our bodies slow to 

match the temperatures outside.

Even though
we’re hibernating, 
there could still be

predators!

We can hibernate for months on end and we’re 
one of the first species to stop hibernating. 

Wood Frog,  
shhh!

When we hibernate, the water inside our bodies 
actually freezes! I’ve been frozen for so long, I 

can’t wait for this to end!
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It’s finally spring! I haven’t moved in months! 
All I know is that I’m SOOO BORED.

Finally, FREEDOM!!!

We can
have some family
time now, not to
mention food!

We usually eat insects, but Mom has a
preference for spiders.

Almost had it!

Hey Wood
Frog, are you
ready for the

spring?



PANEL #: 23
SIZE: 2.78 by 2.58 inches 
CONTENT: Parents are wor-
ried; side-eye eachother; dad 
tries to convince MC other-
wise 
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Almost had it!

Everyone’s heading
to the vernal pool. It’s a long 

journey, so we better
get going!

I follow them every year. I love being with my 
family, but I feel like I need more this year...

All I’ve ever seen is 
the same old boring vernal

 pool, and the same old
boring forest! 

And you
don’t even know

where you’re
going.

Don’t worry Wood Frog,
you’ll get it next time.

Mom, Dad...
I think I want to

go exploring
this year.

I want to see more
of the world!

But there are
predators!

The world
can be really
dangerous

for a little wood
frog!
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Maybe I don’t
want to just be a
boring wood frog!

I don’t think you 
should-

It’s okay, honey,
we all wanted to explore
when we were younger.
Now it’s Wood Frog’s

turn.

I know it’s
dangerous, and I’m a

little scared, but
I need to do it

anyway! 

I want to
explore, and I’m

willing to
take risks!



PANEL #: 29
SIZE: 3 by 5.625 inches
CONTENT: Show layout of journal
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I used this
bag when I was a

young explorer just
like you!

I actually have 
something for you, 

Wood Frog.

Inside is a little
map that shows all the 
habitats around here.
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You can read
what I wrote about the

different species I met, but
be sure to add to it during

your journey!

I also have
my old journal.
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Just be safe
honey, and never 
forget we’re here 

for you!
Thank you Mom,

 I’ll be careful!

Don’t worry, I will!

The world is scary, 
please be safe Wood 

Frog!
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It’s still early in the season, so most animals are probably still 
hibernating.

I guess that means more food for me!
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I can’t wait to see new places 
and meet new species!

Does the forest ever change? 
I’ve been traveling for a week 

and it still looks the same!
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She also told me there are oceans full 
of salt water that are so big you can’t 

even see across! According to her, 
swimming in it would make frogs sick 

because there’s so much salt!

When I was a tadpole, Mom told me stories of 
places where the snow always stays on the 
ground, and the wood frogs would freeze for

so long it felt like years!
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I heard tales of a place called the swamp, deep in the wetlands, 
where so many different types of frogs live. Mom warned me that 
if I ever visited, I had to be careful of predators that lurked around.

The vernal pool we go to every year to breed always seemed 
giant to me! But on the map Mom gave me, it looks tiny 

compared to the pond and marsh!
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It would be so much more fun to live in those places - these woods 
are so boring! Maybe while I’m adventuring I can look for a new 

exciting place to live, like the marsh, pond, or river!

WHAT WAS THAT?!?



PANEL #: 14
SIZE: 3 by 5.625 inches 
CONTENT: Wood Frog crashing through bushes and 
grass as he runs away 

MC’s thoughts for context: AHHHHHH!!!!
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Mom and Dad told me 
to watch out for 

predators… maybe I 
should find somewhere 

to hide…

AHHHHHH!!!!!!



26

AHHHH!!! OH NO!!

I think there’s 
something

chasing me!

HEY!!

Help!
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I guess this is it, I might as well fight!
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I thought I
heard a big scary bird 

following me, but it 
was just a fly.

Oh boy, I thought 
you were a goner!



PANEL #: 26
SIZE: 3 by 5.625 inches 
CONTENT: Wood Frog and Green Frog (still in water) 
facing each other

Green Frog: “What could I have done? I’m just a frog, 
you should have hopped in the water to hide like I did, 
that’s what we green frogs always do!”
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You could have 
helped me out there… 

You should have
hopped in the water to 
hide like I did, that’s 
what we green frogs 

always do!

 I’m just
a frog!

What could
I have done?



PANEL #: 30
SIZE: 2.78 by 2.58 inches 
CONTENT: Wood Frog 
brushing off grass and dirt

MC Dialogue:  “I’m Wood 
Frog, are you out here all 
alone?” 
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I guess that’s true, what could I have done 
anyway? I would have been eaten no matter 

what!

You’re right, that was
 pretty smart... I’ve seen a lot
 of other frogs do that at the 

vernal pool whenever they
 think a predator is coming.

Yup we’re always
 prepared for danger; we sit near 

the water’s edge so we’re ready to 
escape at a moment’s

notice!

Wood frogs don’t do 
anything like that. Green 
frogs are pretty smart!

Wait, why
are you out

here all alone?

I’m Green Frog
by the way, it’s nice

to meet you!

I’m Wood 
Frog!
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Well, my family went to 
find a place to breed like we 
do every year, but this year I

wanted to do something
different and explore

 a bit! 

Yeah I get
scared out here too,
but explorers keep

going - even if
they’re scared!

You know
what?

I’m also
out looking for

an adventure. I got bored
of my home so I’m
looking for a more
exciting habitat!

Maybe we
could explore

together?

I’ve been sitting
by this pool of water for 

days because I’m too 
scared of predators to 

keep going!

To tell you the truth
though, it’s scary

out here! 
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That sounds
like fun! 

My Mom gave me
 a map of the area. We 
can look at it to figure 
out where we should 

go next!

Wow I never realized
how small the vernal

pool is!

That’s what I
was thinking!

The marsh must
be huge, I can’t
wait to see it!
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I bet there are
monsters at the 
bottom of the

pond…

Don’t be silly, 
monsters only live

in rivers.
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Wow, it’s so 
dark!

Good thing 
we frogs are able to

see really clearly, it’s like 
we have night

vision!
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What was 
that?!

I-I-I’m 
sure it was 

nothing!
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But what if it 
was dragonfly

larvae?

Those things
only hunt for

tadpoles, and they
live in the water! 

When I was a tadpole, Mama 
would tell me scary stories 
about the predators lurking 

nearby.

In ponds, marshes, and even our small vernal 
pool, there are predators that want to eat little 

tadpoles!

 Or worse
 yet... what if it was

 some eastern 
newts?!

It couldn’t
 have been! 
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She would tell me that dragonfly larvae and newts would eat me 
if I didn’t make sure to eat all of my algae for dinner. Boy, did I 

make sure to eat all of my algae!

I guess
you’re right.

By the
way, where are 

we going?

We have 
to be brave because 
we’re explorers now, 
we can’t let every 

little snap and rustle 
stop us.

 Plus,
we have each

other, so we’re
not alone.

I just get
scared sometimes,

but we’re strong and
smart so I know

we’ll be fine!

Yeah!Exactly!
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 You mean we’ve
been blindly

wandering through
the forest?

No, no we
were just...we were...I 

thought... yeah, I 
guess so.

I’ve heard there
are a lot of different 

animals and cool 
things to see over 

there! 

Ok that 
sounds like a 

plan!

Uhhhh, good
question.

How about we head
 to the marsh?
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One night, we found slugs. That was the first time 
either of us had eaten a slug - it was really weird! 

Green Frog tried 
to get me to eat 
ants for the first 

time, but they 
crawled all over 
me and I freaked 

out.

We came up with a silly game where we try to catch moths out of the air with our
eyes closed. We had some intense competitions!

We chased crickets another day, and that was a lot of fun too!
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Did you hear 
that?

But I
can’t see
anything.

What?

It’s probably  
nothin-

AHHHHH!!!!

I heard
something move 

around there. 
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OUCH!!

 I was just
looking for some

food to eat.

And this is
my friend Green 

Frog.

Well it’s nice to fall 
into you, I’m Spotted 

Salamander!

Oh,
my bad! 
 I didn’t
see you
there.

Well I’m not
food, I’m Wood 

Frog!
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Finally, some food!!!

Not again! 

It’s probably 
nothing, just a 

spider crawling around
 or something.
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Uhh I don’t 
think spiders 

growl.
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AHHHHHH!!!!
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RUNNNNN!!!!

Wait, 
where’s Spotted 
Salamander?
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We should help,
but I don’t know what 

to do!

Oh no, the
raccoon got Spotted

Salamander! 
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How did you get 
away?!



49

Wow, that’s 
so cool! 

Woah, 
no way! 

Salamanders
regrow body parts too,

like if our tail
gets bitten off!

I have special glands
on my back and tail that release

really poisonous toxins. 

So whenever I’m in 
danger, I just release 

them and escape
 to safety.



I wish I had some cool superpower like Spotted Salamander! Then maybe I 
wouldn’t be so scared of every noise I hear.
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No, we
 can stay here 

and keep 
listenin-

Yeah... that’s 
true.

Well, if you’re 
trying to get to 
the marsh, it’s 

that way.

There’s a lot of 
other cool stuff 
about me that I 

could spend forever 
talking about. 

But I’m guessing 
you both have to 
be on your way.

No, we should 
probably continue 
our journey to the 

marsh. A month’s 
almost passed and 

we still have so much 
more to see!
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Bye!

See you!

I hope we can see
you at the vernal pool 

another year!

Yup, so 
maybe I’ll see you 

both soon!

You’re heading 
there now, right?

Thank
you!
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Why is the
ground getting so 

muddy?
 It hasn’t
rained in

days.
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It must mean
we’re getting closer 

to the marsh! 

My mom told me 
that marshes are very 
wet, so the ground is 

muddy.

Mom 
said it’s because 

marshes are made of 
grass instead.

It’s because marsh 
water sits around

for a while.

She said the 
ground isn’t solid 

enough for trees to 
grow well.

The forest
had a lot

more.

Why 
are there 

fewer trees 
though?
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Yeah, marshes are
breeding grounds for 

insects because of how 
much mud and water 

there is.
That means it’s

also good for us, because
there’s a lot of food!

Do you hear
something?
Sounds like

an animal near the 
marsh.

There are a
lot more bugs

here too. 

Is that
because of
the marsh?
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 It sounds
like music 

when they peep 
together.

Let’s go check 
it out!

Okay, but
maybe we should find 
some water to jump

into, in case it’s
dangerous!

I don’t think it’s 
dangerous...it sounds familiar. 
I think I’ve heard that animal 

at the vernal pool!

Wow there
 must be a lot 

of them.
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So it’s you 
making all of 
that noise! 

I’ve seen frogs 
like you before at the 

vernal pool.

Most of us make that
noise to look for mates, but I
was actually hoping someone 
would be able to help me out

of here because
I’m stuck!

I didn’t realize
you guys made

that sound.

I’m Spring Peeper!
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I fell asleep here
and woke up to find
I had sunk into the 

mud!

Thanks
guys! 
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Yeah no problem, I’m 
Wood Frog and this is 

Green Frog.

We’re adventurers looking 
for the marsh!

I live in the marsh
 and was on my way 
home when I decided 
to take a nap here.

We can go 
together if you

want!

Sounds like
a plan! I can’t wait to

see what bugs we’ll
find at the marsh.
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We hopped along for a couple of days. Spring Peeper told us more about 
peepers and the marsh.

According to Spring Peeper, 
marshes are usually found between 
large bodies of water and stable 

ground, like forests and grasslands. 
It’s kind of a transition state between 

aquatic and terrestrial habitats.

Here we are, 
home sweet 

home!
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It’s giant!
There’s so much

to explore!

We wanted to explore the marsh as soon as we got there, but we didn’t know where 
to start. So Spring Peeper showed us around!

We feasted every day because there 
were so many delicious bugs to try.

Marsh water is usually shallow, but 
it gets deep in some spots! We saw 
sunfish from a distance but had to 

watch out because they might try to 
eat us! They were big and had really 

pretty scales.
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Minnows are small fish, so they’re 
the perfect size to live in the 

marsh. We’re too big to be eaten 
by them, so we swam around with 

them a lot.

The marsh was fun but scary 
at times - like when Green 

Frog almost swam right over 
to a greater diving beetle! 

Boy, that was a close one!

At night we would hang out with Spring 
Peeper’s family and listen to the chorus of 

other peepers in the night.

We like to call 
together at night to 

look for mates; when all 
of us sing we light 

up the night!

I’ve heard you guys
 from the vernal pool but I 
didn’t realize it was you!

You’re so small
 but you make such a big 

sound together!

I wish Wood Frogs
could call like that-
united to make such
 an amazing, cheery 

chorus together!

You could
try to call with 

us if you
want.

I was a little embarrassed that my Wood Frog 
call wasn’t as pretty as the Spring Peepers’, 

but I had fun doing it no matter what! 

Peep!Peep!
 QUACK!QUACK!  GURGUR GURGUR
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There were lots of spring peepers and even 
other green and wood frogs at the marsh too! 
I thought everyone in our species went to the 

vernal pool, but some go to marshes and ponds!

There were a lot of 
tadpoles swimming 
around. We had fun 
swimming with them 

and telling them stories 
of the adventures 

awaiting them on land!

There were so many bugs to eat because it’s wet and muddy. It’s a 
great place for amphibians and fish to live.

Having a lot of bugs, 
though, also means 
it’s a great place for 

predators. We ran into 
a lot of them!

That’s especially true for tadpoles because 
they’re small and defenseless. The marsh 
can be a dangerous place for tadpoles!
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One day, Green Frog and I ran 
into our worst nightmare. It started during a nice swim...

When a 
dragonfly 

larva started 
chasing one of 
the tadpoles!

Green Frog was 
terrified, but I 

immediately tried to 
chase the dragonfly 
away. It got scared 
and swam off, just 
in the nick of time!
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After that we also saw a dragonfly larva hunting around the marsh. So we told 
all of the tadpoles to watch out!

The adult dragonflies and 
damselflies usually just 

eat bugs and don’t pose a 
threat to frogs or tadpoles. 
They look really pretty and 
move fast through the air.

We spent weeks at the 
marsh--exploring, playing, 

and learning about the 
ecosystem.
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By the end of our time at the marsh, we had learned so much. And we also 
grew more confident in ourselves and the way we responded to danger. 

Green Frog was much less scared of the constant threat of predators, and was 
more confident away from the water. Maybe it’s because Green Frog saw how many 
threats there are in the water too, or maybe it’s because we learned how to handle 

them. Either way, Green Frog was way more confident!
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Spring Peeper wanted to spend more time with their family and 
meet all of their new siblings. So we said goodbye to our new friend 

and decided to spend a couple more days at the marsh before 
trekking to the pond. 
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I can’t
believe we’re leaving

tomorrow.

The time
went by so

fast!

I love the marsh,
but I’m excited to see 

what’s waiting for us at 
the pond.

Me
too.
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During this
adventure I wanted 
to look for a new 

place to live.

I don’t know
if I would want to 

make this my
home.

Yeah it’s a
bit too chaotic for 

me, but it was fun to 
explore!

Aww I’ll miss 
you guys 

most.

Maybe we’ll see
you again on land 

when you’re all 
grown up!

What’s going 
on?

They said 
snake!

Spring Peeper warned us about the water snakes. They’re 
fast and dangerous for us frogs - to escape them we should 

always swim deeper!

While the marsh is
a lot of fun, it’s a little scary

because there’s so
much danger!

SNAKE!!!

Where did
everyone

go?!
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We need 
to hide!

We can 
hide in that 

log!

Swim
down!!

There!
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I think it’s gone, 
we’re okay.
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Why is the
ground moving?

It’s a monster,
I told you there would 

be monsters!!

What now?!

75
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It isn’t a 
monster, we were

just sitting on
a turtle!

Green Frog,
look!

You’re lucky 
we were just about
to head towards

the surface!
Mom would have

chewed your ear off 
if you bothered her during 

her‘quiet time’!
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We had no
idea you guys
were there. Turtles hang out

 at the bottom of ponds and 
marshes a lot. We do it to cool down,
to hibernate, and sometimes just to 

swim around!

Does it bother
you that we’re

up here?
Nope, doesn’t 

bother me at all.

Oh, sorry
about that.

Oh hey,
should we get

off? 
 I can give you

a ride to the shore
 if you want.

That would
be great! 

We’re a little tired
from all of the swimming

we just did!
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Wait, you said
that you guys

hibernate under the
water?

 Isn’t it cold down 
there during the

winter?
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Actually, the water at
 the bottom of ponds and marshes 
is warmer than the air during cold 

months, and the temperature
 is much more stable!

During hibernation,
we swim to the bottom of ponds and 
burrow under the ground to keep us 

even warmer- the mud and pond 
bottom is insulating!

I guess your
burrows keep you warm

the same way leaves 
keep us warm.

And I’m Wood Frog, 
what’s your name?

Oh cool-
I’m Painted Turtle!

I get it - painted
because of the colors on

your shell!

I didn’t
know
that! 

My species
 likes to hibernate

 above ground 
under lots of 

leaves.

We should
 introduce
ourselves.

Oh! I’m Green Frog,
it’s nice to meet 

you. 

 I actually hibernate 
underwater just like you 

but without the mud.
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Your colors look
amazing, but what’s the 

point of a shell?
Doesn’t it slow 

you down? Our shells
are like big shields

surrounding
us.

Yeah it slows
us down a bit, but we

don’t need to be fast when
we have shell
protection!
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That’s amazing! I wish I had a cool shell like that. I could use it to hide away from 
predators for protection, and I wouldn’t need to be as nimble as Green Frog either!

One of our friends
told us we should always

swim down, because water
snakes only swim at the

surface.

A big water
snake was

chasing after
us!

 Hey, how did you guys 
end up in our log burrow 

anyway?
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 In the warmer
months they 

tend to swim by 
themselves.

That was
quick

thinking. But in the fall or
spring you have to 

worry about them all 
coiling together to 
bask in the sun. 
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Not that we
turtles need to worry 
about water snakes - 
our shells protect us 

from them too!

What are the other 
painted turtles doing 

over there?
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Lying in the sun
helps warm up our bodies 

because we’re cold
blooded.
It also

helps get rid of the
leeches from the water 
that stay stuck to us.

EW! Leeches! 
I hate them!

Oh, they’re
basking.

Huh?
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If coming
 out to the top of the water 

warms you up, where do 
you go to cool down?

We just swim
to the bottom of the 

marsh like this and hide 
in a little burrow.

We were cooling
down when you guys

sat on my shell! 

They’ll be basking
for a while and I feel

like swimming
around.

Yeah that would
be really cool!

 So if you guys
want I can show

you how I
burrow!

We can 
swim down 
with you.
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We burrow into
the ground just like

this!

We usually sleep
here and even hibernate 

like this for months.

You were right,
it’s nice and
cool here!

It’s a
bit cold down here,

 now I understand why you 
guys like to lie in the sun 

to warm up!

Yeah it is
cold, let’s

head back up.

Look!



87

If you eat fish, 
does that mean you eat 

frogs too?!

PHEW!

Ahhh that’s better,
 I definitely prefer 

the sun.

Turtles mostly
eat plants, but we eat
small fish sometimes.

We don’t really
eat frogs though so
don’t worry about

that.

I consider you
guys friends!
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Yup, me too, pal.

So... how
 long do you usually 
bask in the sun?

Sometimes we
bask all day, for
hours on end.

Wow that’s a long time! I don’t think I could 
sit here all day.

We’ve been here soooo long... and Painted 
Turtle hasn’t moved once!
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Don’t you 
get hungry?

When we
get hungry, we just plop 

into the water to eat
some reeds or

insects. 

Hey, what
 kind of bird is that?

Oh yeah, 
sorry Painted 

Turtle!

I got a bit bored waiting around in the sun so I decided to look for the 
great blue heron journal entry.

Then we climb
right back
up again.

It’s a great 
blue heron.

Can you
be a little quiet

now guys?
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I think it’s time to
go find some dinner and

continue on our
adventure.Awww ok,

I’m going to stay
here to bask until

the sun goes
down.

Come back 
anytime when 

you want a long 
restful day, we’ll 

all be here!
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Bye Painted 
Turtle!



93
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The water is
starting to get deeper 
- that probably means 
we’re getting closer to 

the pond!
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What’s that big 
thing that’s 
blocking our 

view?

It looks like 
some weird 

kind of tree? 

We should 
definitely check 

it out. I’ll race you to it!

Maybe it’s a 
special pond 

tree?
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No fair, you 
got a head 

start!

I don’t think 
*pant* this is a 

tree...

But *pant* it’s 
definitely wood.

The pond is so big, I 
can’t see across!

It would
be impossible for us to 

swim all the way
across!

That means
 we should still be on the lookout 
for predators like water snakes, 

fish, and herons.

Spring Peeper
 said the same animals that 

live in the marsh usually live in 
the pond. 

So we have to
figure out some other

way across, or we could
walk around it but that

would take
months!

Maybe
 we could cross 

this wood 
thing? 

It looks like it 
goes all the 

way across the 
pond.
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I don’t know, 
what if it doesn’t

actually go all the way 
across, or is waiting

to eat us or
something?!

But you
don’t know that

for sure! 

Alright fine 
you’re right, we’ll 

find another 
way across. 

Maybe
 they were made 

by the same 
animal.

Look there’s 
a big pile of 

branches there! 

Let’s take a break 
for a little while - I’m 

hungry. 
We can

 explore the pond 
a little after we 

eat.

I just don’t
think we

 should risk it.

Green Frog,
 I don’t think 

it’ll eat us.
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Let’s go 
check out that weird 

stick pile we were 
looking at earlier.

You aren’t 
worried the ‘pond 

monster’ is 
in there?

It could be in 
there but there’s 
only one way to 

find out!

Wow this goes 
way deeper than 
I thought from the 

surface.

Hey that kind of 
looks like an entrance 

up there.

AHHHHH!!!! RUN!
I hear something... 

IT’S A
MONSTER!
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I’m Beaver!

Oh!

Sorry we didn’t
mean to offend you, we’ve just never 

seen an animal like you before.

Are you going to eat us?

Who are you calling
a monster?
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These are for
chewing wood! 

Who are you 
guys, anyway?

Yeah 
that would be 

great!

I don’t know, 
your teeth look 
kind of scary.

No, I won’t
 eat you because we 

beavers are 
herbivores. 

Why would
I want to eat 

you?

That’s how I built my 
dam over here!

I’m Wood 
Frog, and this 
is Green Frog. 

We’re 
explorers trying 

to cross the 
pond.

Oh you’re trying 
to cross? 

Well I could 
help you out with 

that!

Oh, these?



101

Awesome, I’m 
heading to the other 

side anyway.

You guys are small 
and wouldn’t make it very 
far, but with my powerful 
tail I can get us there no 

problem!

Wow, Beaver is so powerful with their tail 
and teeth! Wait so did you 

build your dam 
all by yourself?

 Grab onto 
the fur on my 

head!

It’s such a 
long distance.

So how are you 
going to get us 

across? 

You guys are lucky
 I was awake today.

I’m nocturnal,
 so nighttime is when 

I’m most active.

We always build our
 dams with two entrances so we can 

escape predators, have a place to store 
food for winter months, and help let air 

in during these hot summers!

My 
family and I did

it together.
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So did you 
build that other 
big wood thing 
over there?

So you can just 
build yourself a 
home wherever 

you want?

Wow
 you chop down 
trees using just 

your mouth!

No, beavers
 just chop down trees 

with our teeth and jaws, 
and then pile them up 

in dams. 
That thing 

was built by 
humans!

If I could build my own home like Beaver, I 
wouldn’t need to go on adventures looking for 

the best habitat!

Yeah pretty much, 
but we always build them 

in water because we’re great 
swimmers and it makes it 

easier to escape
predators.

Good thing
you guys aren’t

in the water! 
That’s called a

 Dolomedes Spider and I’ve
 seen those things eat lots of 

tadpoles and frogs.
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Well here you 
are guys, I hope 
you enjoyed the 

ride.

Wow thanks so 
much Beaver! I can’t 

believe you
can move so 

fast. You
just saved
us months
of time!

I’m sorry
 I called you a monster earlier, 

but I can see now that 
you’re just a big fuzzy 

friend!
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Beavers are 
incredible!

Bye guys, safe 
travels!

Bye beaver!
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Wow that’s
so loud.

Yeah, it must
 mean we’re close to 

the river!
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Woah those 
are river 
otters! Their den 

looks just like 
Beaver’s.

It does look 
like Beaver’s!

My mom
said that river otters
sometimes make their

homes in other animals’ 
abandoned dens.
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If you look closely, 
you can see their dens 
have a lot more grass, 
leaves, and moss in 

them.

So don’t get 
too close. Some 

river otters do 
like to eat frogs 

though.

That
 makes sense.

No wonder it 
was so similar!

It reminds me 
of all the leaves we 
sleep under when 

hibernating.

I see it!
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River otters love to play! They slide down mud piles and I can see why! It’s so much 
fun!
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It’s so loud! What? 

IT’S SO 
LOUD!

I can’t hear 
you! 

That was 
so loud!

I know - I’ve never
 seen water rush so 

fast and loud like
 that before.

It’s too loud!

I think that’s
called a rapid.

They usually 
come right before a 

waterfall like 
this one.

I can’t 
hear you!
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Wow, 
it’s so pretty!

I’ve never seen 
a waterfall

 before.

These small waterfalls 
are actually called 

cascades. 

They’re also a 
great place to 
catch some 

food.

PLOP!
PLOP!
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I’m Eastern Gray Tree 
Frog, but all my friends call 

me Tree Frog.
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Nice to meet you, I’m 
Wood Frog, and this is 

Green Frog.

Hello! Where did you 
come from?
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I came from up 
there!

Tree frogs, like me, usually 
hop around from branch 
to branch in trees to get 

around. 
Here, I’ll

show you!
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Woah you guys look 
really small from up here.

You hopped 
up so 

quickly! You must be 
able to quickly 

escape predators by 
doing that!

Yeah I’m
pretty fast but it isn’t 
that important when 
it comes to facing 

predators.

What do you 
mean?

I wish I had colors like that! They look 
awesome and they scare off predators!

WOAH!!! That’s so
 cool!
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Thanks!
It’s my “flash” 

coloration. All gray tree frogs
 have these yellow and orange 

patterns on their hind legs so that 
when a predator starts to approach 

us, we just leap up and flash the 
bright patterns to startle 

them away.

Maybe it’s time to 
make our 
getaway.  I can startle the 

bird if it gets too close
 to us.

Sounds good to me!

SQUAWK
SQUAWK!!!!!!
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Well, we 
have been to a lot

of places.

And met a 
lot of new friends!

And even some 
predators!!!

So what are
 you going to do 

now?

We’ve been to the 
marsh, the pond, and 
now to the river and 

this cascade!

Where are you 
guys headed to 
by the way? You both look like pro-

adventurers!

I wanted 
to get away from my family, 

become my own frog, 
and see if there was a better 

habitat for me.

Well, I wanted to go 
exploring to see the 

world. 

The marsh, 
pond, and even everything here 

was so much fun and was 
really cool to see but...

Nothing we’ve 
seen really feels like 

home! 
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Yeah... maybe
 we should go back to

 the vernal pool?

Maybe after seeing the
 rest of the forest we’ll be able 

to decide if the vernal pool 
is right for us when we 

get back there!

Well, if it’s
 the vernal pool you guys are
 headed towards, I can hop to 
the top of the trees to tell you

 where it is!

Wow it must be amazing to be able to climb up in a tree like that, I wonder what the world 
looks like from up there!
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If you guys head
that way it’s about a month of 

hopping from here.

We better get started right 
away then!

Can’t wait!

Bye guys! Maybe
 I’ll visit you at the vernal pool

another time!

Thanks so 
much for all your 

help!
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We’re almost home 
now, Green Frog!

Wow I never thought 
I would say this, but 
I’m excited to see my 

family.
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Look it’s the 
vernal pool!

Race you 
there!
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We’re so glad 
you’re home honey, 
I knew you would 
make it back just 

fine.

It was great to be home! I got to meet all of my siblings, relax for a bit, eat as many bugs as 
I could catch, and tell everyone about our adventures!

Come meet 
your new siblings, 

you can fill us 
all in on your 
adventures!
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Hey 
Wood Frog, could you go 
get us some twigs from 

the forest?

Sure, I’ll be right 
back.

One month later...

Meanwhile, later that night, Mama Wood Frog sent off a bunch of letters 
carried out by hawk moths.
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Being back at the vernal pool feels great, and 
out of all of the habitats I’ve seen, I know this is 

the one for me. But after meeting and 
befriending so many amazing animals, I feel 

more boring and dull than ever!

SURPRISE!!!
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WOW, 
what are you guys 

doing here?

Time to party
 the night away before 

we hunker down for the 
winter!

It’s a bit of a 
pre-hibernation 

party too!

Your Mom decided 
to throw a welcome home 

party and sent some invitations 
to all of us!

I couldn’t have 
done it without 
you Wood Frog.

I mean, if you
little guys could do
it then we definitely

could!
But you guys

live so far away, how 
did you get here!

We were inspired by
you and Green Frog, you guys 

traveled through so many
different places

for months!
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What’s wrong, 
why don’t you go

play some more with 
your friends?

Mom,
 something has been 

bugging me.

Well when I 
started the journey, I wanted 
to explore, and find a new 

habitat, but it was more 
than that. 

I also just felt like
such a boring bland wood 
frog, and I wanted to find

who I was out there.
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We wood frogs
 don’t have cool defense 
mechanisms like Green 

Frog who is always alert 
and ready to jump away 

from predators...

And we don’t 
have toxins like 

Spotted 
Salamander.

I certainly
 don’t have the 

strength of Beaver or 
the beautiful song of 

Spring Peeper.

Wood frogs
aren’t special at 

all, I’m just
boring!

I don’t 
think that’s true 

at all!

What do you 
mean?

Wood frogs
 like us are some 

of the bravest 
animals!

The reason 
you wanted to go 

exploring in the first 
place is because it’s 

in your nature.

I don’t have the
 ability to climb trees 

like Tree Frog, the shell 
of Painted Turtle, or the 
amazing coloration they 

both have.

 I certainly don’t have 
the strength of Beaver 
or the beautiful song of 

Spring Peeper.
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I was an explorer 
when I was younger, and I 

felt the same way about my 
‘boring old habitat’, although 
that was much farther from 

here.
What do you mean? 

Where did you grow up?
Remember all of

 those stories about the arctic 
where everything is ice, and the 

salt water oceans- I actually saw 
all of those places!

Your grandparents
 were explorers who loved 

it way up north in the 
arctic and they made 

their home there.

And that’s 
where I was 

born!

That’s amazing 
mom!

While it sounds 
really cool to you, I 

thought it was boring, 
the same way you 
thought the vernal 

pool was boring, so I 
left to explore.

I never realized any 
of that... maybe we are 

special.

I explored 
the coasts first and then 
headed over here, where 
I met your father and 

settled down.We wood 
frogs are special, 

honey. We’re 
explorers! Wood frogs 

like us live as far north as 
the arctic, we live along coasts,

 in wetlands, in forests, and 
anywhere else you 

can imagine!We travel amazing 
distances like you did 

on your journey! 
That’s what makes

 us special- the great 
distances we travel, variety 
in habitats, and dedication 

to adventure!

Most of your 
friends can’t say the 

same. And all of the traveling
they do, whether it was Green Fog
on the adventure with you or your 

friends traveling here to the 
party - you’re the reason they’re

able to do it.
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Mom’s right! I traveled to all those habitats, faced more predators than I had ever seen 
before, and made so many new friends. Even though I was scared, I pushed on. Wood 

frogs are special and brave after all! I’m proud to be a wood frog! 

Wait - I almost left 
out the best part of 
being a wood frog.

Lots of animals 
would love to travel 

and explore, but they don’t 
think they’re brave 

enough because they’re 
scared.

But wood frogs 
know that bravery 
isn’t a lack of fear.

Being brave
 is about doing 

something even though 
you’re scared!

I knew you needed to 
explore because it’s in our 

blood, but I knew you would 
be safe because you 
realized this from the 

beginning!

You told me 
you were afraid, but 

that you needed to go 
anyway.

I’m so proud of 
you for discovering 

what it is to 
be a wood frog!
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Now, fellow explorers, turn the page 
to meet the real-life adventurers 

who helped bring this story to life! 



Hey, it’s Wood Frog here! Explorers like you and 
me seek adventure everywhere. The people you 
will meet on these next few pages might not hop 
through different habitats like I do but they find 
adventure wherever they go. This book comes 
from a laboratory at Binghamton University full 
of explorers who use their skills as scientists to 
study wetlands and how harmful substances can 
affect the animals that live there. Using what 
they learned, they were able to create this book 
and tell my story! Read on to learn more about 
them and their own adventures.
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